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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



If the period for reply; 




Status ema ' L 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed oi 

ZaM This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11.453 0 G 213 
Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1&15and2MZ is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) H Claim's) 1,3-10 is/are allowed. 

6M Claim(s) 11-15.22-25 and 27 is/are rejected. 

7) M Claim(s) 26 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 185(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved bythe Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)0 All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

ed (PTO-892) 4) Q Summary . (pTa41 3) paper No(s) 

""•»"' "rawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

(s)(PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: 
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Claims 11-15, 22-25 and 27 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as anticipated by 
or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as obvious over the Tanaka' 663 patent. 

: Tanaka exemplifies( comparative # 4) a three piece golf ball having a 
nylon/ionomer intermediate layer and a nylon/ionomer cover. The nylon qualifies as 
non-ionomer. 

Claims 11-15, 22-25 and 27are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as anticipated 
by or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over the J08322962 patent. 
The reference is equivalent to Tanaka '663. 

Claim 26 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims 

Tanaka's cover is thermoplastic - not thermosett. 

Applicant's arguments filed 9/10/03 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues Tanaka only allows for polyamide in amount up to 10% rather 
than the 20 - 90% now claimed. 

The comparison example pointed out by the examiner has 40% nylon in the 
intermediate layer. This meets the claimed range. A patent reference is not limited to 
what the patentees considers his own invention. Nonpreferred embodiments may be 
relied upon (MPEP2123) 

Note the comparison example at issue contains a misprint. There is an additional 
30 parts of lotek 800 in the outer cover. This can be seen in the Japanese reference. 
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The terminal disclaimer removes the obviousness double patenting. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE ■ 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David Buttner whose telephone number is 571 272 
1084. The examiner can normally be reached on Weekdays from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vasu Jagannathan can be reached on 571 272 1119. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0661. 
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